
Wm Cadenhead is Scotland’s oldest independent bottler, 
founded in 1842, and focuses on bottling only the finest 
whiskies in their natural state without the addition of coloring 
or altered by chill filtration. We always say is “it’s what is 
inside the bottle that counts.” The selection of casks is a 
massive part of that and we concentrate on it hugely. We own 
thousands of casks and we are always buying more so we have 
a wide variety to choose from for bottling now and also to lay 
down for future releases. The selection of casks is key for 
us to select high quality whisky with a varied range of ages, 
cask types and distillery styles. We own casks from over 100 
Scottish distilleries and many from other countries too. We 
have no sales targets which means we are not under pressure 
to bottle whisky just to make money. This allows us to stay true 
to our ethos and focus on the quality of what we bottle, not the 
quantity. We only release what we want to bottle, regardless 
of the whisky’s age, what distillery it’s from or how well we 
think it will sell. We don’t get distracted by things like the 
age of the whisky or whether it was distilled at a fashionable 
distillery – we don’t let these things influence our decisions 
when deciding what to release. We bottle what we want, when 
we want and we make the decision to do so based only on 
taste, nothing else. Although it is very easy for us to bottle an 
attractive whisky from a big name distillery we also take pride 
in finding hidden gems from perhaps lesser known distilleries. 
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 MAKE YEAR AGE WATER SOURCE NOSE PALATE FINISH

Benrinnes 2000 18 Scurran Burn and Rowantree 
Burn

Lots of tropical fruits! 
Mangos, green apples

Grapefruits, melon, green 
pears

Fruitiness continues. 
Banana sweets and a 

hint of wood spice

Benrinnes 2000 18 Scurran Burn and Rowantree 
Burn

Apple pie, shortbread, 
freshly cut grass

Toasted almonds, 
gingerbread, coconut 

flakes

Vanilla, bananas and a 
hint of lemon zest

Caledonian 1987 31 Unknown. They used a lot of the 
water from nearby canals but 

the water was heavily polluted. 
They then used a number of 

different sources after.

Candy floss, creamy 
fudge and vanilla

Chewed toffee, banana 
bread and nutmeg

Creamy caramel, pears 
and sweet orange peel

Cameronbridge 1984 34 River Leven Butterscotch, vanilla 
pods and tangerines

Marzipan, coconut 
shavings, and popcorn

A hint of ginger with 
more butterscotch. Very 

creamy

Caol Ila 1984 34 Loch Nam Ban Subtle bonfire smoke, 
thyme and hints of 

ground ginger

Black pepper crisps, 
salted kippers and 

cardamom

Fresh herbs, leafy 
coriander then faint 

hints of lime peel

Fettercairn 1988 29 Sources on the Grampian 
Mountains

Caramel and oily, 
pears hints of fennel 

and basil with coconut 
and cashews. 

Creamy with faint spice.  
dried ginger, honeycomb, 
toffee popcorn and white 

chocolate.

Lemon meringue pie 
with dry spices along 
with hints of kiwi and 

pomegranate.

Glenrothes    1996 21 The Glenrothes Distillery is 
situated at the foot of the 
Mannoch Hills beside the 
Rothes Burn. Two natural 

springs, the Ardcanny and the 
Brauchhill that also feed this 
burn, are the natural water 
sources Glenrothes uses.

Honey, green apples, 
freshly cut grass

Orange marmalade, fruit 
syrup and more honey 

coming through 

Pineapple juice then 
zesty orange peel 

Glenrothes 1996 22 Two natural springs, the 
Ardcanny and the Brauchill

Salted caramel, 
apricots, menthol 

sweets

Creme brûlée then hints 
of cinnamon and nutmeg

Waxy and herbal finish 
and a little white pepper

Glenrothes 2001 17 Two natural springs, the 
Ardcanny and the Brauchill

Tangerines, honey, 
lemon zest

Brown sugar, fudge, 
strawberries

poached pears, buttered 
toast, walnuts

Glentauchers 1989 25 Rosarie Burn and Mulben 
Springs

Heavy dark fruits, 
plums and dates along 

with black pepper 
and earthy dunnage 
warehouse notes.

Cherries, dates and soft 
earthy notes along with 

a large helping of clotted 
cream.

Nectarines, more 
cherries and faint 

earthiness. Very soft 
and smooth.

Linkwood 2006 12 Springs near Milbuies Loch Cinnamon, 
butterscotch and fresh 

cut grass

Honey, mint chocolate and 
black peppercorns

Lemon drizzle cake 
which then turns to fizzy 

orange juice

Miltonduff 2006 11 Black Burn Very fruity, 
strawberries, peaches 
and hints of mango and 

apricots.

Kiwis, chocolate, rhubarb 
crumble and creme 

brûlée.

Hints of spice, white 
pepper and cardamon 
along with fresh cut 

grass.

Ord 2005 12 Alt Fionnadh Hard boiled sweets, 
pineapple, lychee and 

orange peel.

Sugar covered mint leave, 
caramel sponge cake and 

dried banana chips.

Bananas, strawberry 
yoghurt and a hint of all 

spice.

Ord 2006 11 Alt Fionnadh Apples, cut grass, 
strawberries, hay and 

fresh pastry. 

Zesty tangerine notes 
appear; cinnamon and 
nutmeg, creamy with 

almond flakes. 

Cajun pepper, 
blackcurrant cough 
sweets and hints of 

menthol.

Strathclyde 1989 29 Loch Katrine Sweet toffee, coconut 
and fresh croissants

Grapefruit, orange peel 
and syrup

Kiwis, rhubarb and 
tinned peaches

Tullibardine 1993 25 The Ochil Hills- Danny Burn 
(same water source as 
Highland Spring bottled 

water)

Manuka honey, cooked 
apples and vanilla

Creamy. Pear sweet and 
bananas

Cinnamon, tropical fruits 
and a hint of allspice
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