
ROYAL DOCK NAVY STRENGTH GIN Hayman Distillers Ltd.
London

The Hayman family and its forebearers have supplied this very 
same bright and robust gin to both the British Admiralty and trade 
onward from 1863.  Based in London, they delivered to the Royal 
Victoria Yard at the Royal Dock, the largest of the three Admiralty 
Victualling Yards.
  
The Royal Dock, located in Deptford on the Thames near London, 
was established in 1513 by Henry VIII.  Over the following four 
centuries the Royal Dock became a storied location and the point 
of departure for some of the most signifi cant ventures in British 
naval history.  From these voyages onward, this gin has travelled 
the world over. 
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Repurposed in the 1850s to focus on food and drink provisions, 
the renamed Royal Victoria Yard was the largest of the Admiralty 
Victualling Yards, the other two being at Gosport (the Royal Clar-
ence Yard) and Plymouth (the Royal William Yard).

The entrance to the Royal Dock speaks volumes: the anchors above to the 
grand shipbuilding of its past, and below the longhorns to handling of meats, 
drinks and other provisions.  The family delivered gin from its distillery in 
Chelsea and rum from stocks kept at nearby East India Docks. 

The Royal Dock was the fi rst yard building Royal Navy vessels and the leading 
dockyard of the period.  The docks are associated with the knighting of Sir 
Frances Drake, Frobisher’s and Vancouver’s voyages of discovery, despatching 
ships against the Spanish Armada, and Nelson’s battles including Trafalgar.

In contrast to the 1840s map above, this map 
from the 1890s shows the full dock dedicated to 
victualling.  The rail station you see is today the 
Deptford Bridge Docklands Light Rail Station. 

The family’s history with gin began when 
the great grandfather James Burrough 
bought a distillery in the early 1860s,

On many labels used over the years for this 
gin the colour scheme has endured.   Not so 
the antiquated reference to an offi cer’s gin.

The Board of Directors in the mid-1980’s.  Christopher Hayman’s 
future ascension denoted by his close proximity to the Beefeater 
(see window).  The Board soon thereafter voted to sell off the brand. 

Christopher continued the remaining lines of business and, 
together with his daughter and son, Miranda and James, has 
expanded access to many of the family’s fi nest spirits.

While the Royal Victoria Yard (highlighted here in red) was the only dock in  London provisioning to the British Navy, it was one of several historically important docks in 
London.  One cannot understate the sheer scale and commanding presence thesed docks once had in London and for the economy of the British Empire.  Consider that today the 
former West India Docks encompasses the Canary Wharf fi nancial center, and the entirety of the London City Airport is within the former Royal Albert Docks.  So intertwined is 
the history of the city with these docks that there is today an outstanding history museum in a former building of the West India Quay - the Museum of London Docklands.   

Haus Alpenz more information and images at www.alpenz.com


